USS CONSERVER [AKS-=39)
FPO San Furanpcisoo 94601

2i June 1974 - 30 Septemben 1974
Dear Conderven Family,

In June of £his ?eam I assumed eommand of CONSERVER asd
dince then have had the opporntuniity of working with your sons
and husbands in an effori Zc make CONSERVER a ship in whieh
we ecan all be proud Zo senve,

Our efforts during ihe moaths of July and Augusi wenre
focused on Amproving the general neediness of the ship
pariticelarly Ain fthe areas of hull preservatign, equipment
maindenance, and persdonnel Iraining. Duwiing this fwo month
perxiod, we wene able o use 194 off-ship school quotas which
ddgndficantly inerecsed the professional and militany traip-
ing capabdlilies of almost cvery man aboard. These efforts
padd off as Lthe ship successfully passed o three day Command
Inapgctian condueted by Commander Senviee Group FIVE and his
dtaff.

Duning Zhe month of Septemben, CONSERVER had an oppon-
Lundty o irnadin in hena primeny misdion aneas of diving and
salvage. A thnee day salfvage exercise was conducted in the
Peank Harbor anea using ithe ex-USS BUTTERMUT (a decommissioned -
net tender) as a grounded vessel .in need of assistance. Our
divers made an underwater inspeciion cf ithe hulk and patched
dome holes whife tThe remainder ¢f the erew prepared the sal-
vage gear for use. In a very well coondinated and executed
efdornt we were able Lo pull ithe ex~BUTTERNUT off £he beach “
With a mindmum of difficulfy. The major obsiacle was work-
ing Ain sevenal afiennoon rain showers which soaked a Lot of
efothing but faifed Zo dompen oun spinits.

This was followed by ¢ week of frnaining f(or £he ship's
divers condueted off Lhe isfand of Maui near ihe ofd whaling
{own of Lahadina. The divers exercised thein skifls on and
nean an ofd sunken submanine Locafed about a mile off shone.
Using both Zhe hard-hat diving nig and secuba gear ouhr wunder-
walen "pnro's" dove from finid Righi uniif dark evenry day Ln
walers Lhai were blue and clean to a hundred {eet in depth.
An importfant pari of their fnaining included practice at
underwaten cutiing and welding which is one of the key shifls
0f Zthe Navy salvage specialisit,

While most of us were not ablLe fo enjoy the §ascinaitions
o4 deep sea diuénﬂ, we were able to enjoy "swim call" every
agteancon. ALL wrho joined in found Zhe waam isfand waters a
weleomed refresher aften a hard days wornk. We also had an
opportunily Zo Ziy oui the ship’s 15 foot water ski~boat.




to ged a number of oun expent and novice skiens invobved
this exdciling waiea spoat, Ancluding EM2 Scoii GOSSLER, Rj
William GABRIEL, LTJIG Edwand CULHANE, FN Ronald DULEY, IC
Jimmie HOLLOWAY, MRZ(DV) Baany SHOOLTZ, and MM3(DV) Roy SYKES.

The engine needed some help grem ENT Joz APPLE bui we maz;

The ship's "anglens” however, werne nol qudiie as success~
gul. Four days of nighit fishing witheut a bife. ENC MANALO
and SA FEIFAREK, We aflf admined their spinit and fontitude
and bnow thai Zthe nexit ZTime their fisherman’s "Luchk” will be
diffenend.

Many of us wene able 2o enjoy several eveningsd 4n
Lehaina which neiadinsd much of £i&'s smalf fown aimosphere in
dpite of a Lange Ltournist inede. The mosi populanr agathering
spotl foxr CONSERVER men was Lhe Tiee Top Inn, a nremankable
pub builf on the branches of a giant banyon ftree. le weire
alsc able Lo expernience éi&at hand The {Lavor of an old
Hawaiian whalen's pont-o'call, contrasfed with the glamonrcus
new Lounisi spos, ithe Lfropical coecstal ancas and the vast
pineapple plantaiions {Lounishing an Lhe side of voleanic
mountaing. ALL in all an infercsiing and memorable portl
vidil,

The shdp's nexi assignment Luvolved provdding senvdees
gor a group of civilian seientisis and engincens who wexre
festing a newly designed explosive deep waler anchor., CON-
SERVER Znansited £o wafen's nearfly four mifes deep off Lhe
coadt of MoLokai isfand where ounr civilion guests Lowened
their anchor on 20,000 feel of fwo Lnch diameler nylon Line.
When the anchor hit boifom an auiomatic explosive device was
activated which propelled Zhe anchor some 50 feei inio Lhe
ocean fLoor, The tesd was very successdful and will provdde
needed date for Lhe fufure use of such anchors in anchonrding
undeawatenr habitais and othexr mifiary and civifian unden~
waten projects. The 20,000 feel of nylon Line wedghed neanfy
30 tons and requined an all hands ‘effort fo recoil and restov
Lthe Line at Lhe complefion of fhe fesi.

The nexit few months promise fo be equally ai challenging
as we continue Lo train ounselves arnd mainiain oun ship fon
the 1975 Westenn Pacific (WESTPAC) depZoyment. We are Look-
ing forwand Lo a ifwoe weekh assignment on Lhe Pacifie Missdile
Range folfowed by a pori visit Lo Kauai and a six week perdod
in one of Hawaii's shdp nepain facilifies where we hove Lo
confinue Lo improve the ship's malenial conddifion. These
witlf be the subfect 0f a Chaistmas Famdly Cram Zhail will
continue Lo bring you up fo date on CONSERVER aciivities.

Puning each quarifen a number of evenis occun LThat are
wonithy of special mention, In Lthe future Zhese will be
Listed in o milestones seciion similar Lo the one below:




CONSERVER MILESTONES (

1. PROMOTIONS. One of owr ship’s goals is Zo ensure That
eveny man who demonsirafes the desine and ability Zo get
ahead has the opponitunity Ze do s0. Since July Zhe follow-
4ing men have been promoied:

E-1 Lo E-2 FA D, WILSON, QMSA WHITE

€-2 Lo E-3 SN HIGGENBOTTOM, SN STROUD, EMFN CONE, and
EMFN DECKER -

E-4 Lo E-5 SHZ TYRA

E-5 Lo E~-6 1IC1 HOLLOWAY, EN1 GANSKE

E-8 Lo E-9 CWO3 AUSMUS (from permanent enlisted gnade
of QMCS Zo QMCM)

LTJG o LT LT GRAUL -

2. The ship's sofiball Zeam hos won nine straight games
against other Senvice Group FIVE ships since July. ALL the
Leam membenrs have econinibuted Lo thia fine recoad, buif a
special hudo goes Lo "Flash" TAHASH, whose magic right axrm
continues to mow the opposition down. The Zurnout for every
game has been very encounaging and eveny efgort is made Lo
give all who come a chance fo play. Team faithfuls axre:

"Rick" TAHASH  "Paul™ DECKER "John Boy" HYLTON
"Rick"” RIMER "LLtEEe” WILSON "Riek" KAIN

"John" BELTRAN "Shoresteam” STORSTEEN '"Donald” KENNON
"Honken" HANKE "Tom" HOPE "Puka Shell" MATTESON
"Sk4" METELSKI "Ron" DULEY "Tom" MOSC0SO0

"Jim"™ HOLLOWAY "BLLL" GABRIEL "Rash" POWELL

"Doc” HANSEN "Paul" HORVAT "Dizzie" WERY

LTJG Ned CULHANE, fhe ship's athleilic officer, has
scheduled alf the games and provided refreshments suitable
2o Zhe occasdion.

3. CONSERVER was the {inst ship M Service Group FIVE fo
have 100% attendance at the Nauy’&-lace,RgLat{ona Seminanrs,

4. Oun shdip's Habitability Team under the direction of
MRC[DV) THOENES has made an all-oul assault on remodeling
the Crew's Head, Crew's Lounge and Mess Decks area.  We are
all Looking forwand to great results from him and his Leam
of expents: SKI[DV} HECHT, MRZ{DV) SHOOLTZ, SNIDV) RIMER,
OMSN LENIHAN, EMFN CONE, EMZ GOSSLER, and FN HARTWIG,.

5. The combined efforts of our "gourmet" cooks and oun
Food Seavice Advisorny Beand composed of membens of the erew

have made CONSERVER (in our opimion) one of the best "FEEDERS"

in The Fleet. They all deserve our voie of thanks:




FOOD SERVICE AVVISORY BOARD

Commissarymen/SLewands Metes Othen Memberns
SPI1 BROAS LTJG CULHANE
CS2 FAJARDO SKT (PV) HECHT
CS3 CACAQ SM2 SPIVEY
CSSN KAIN HTZ HORVAT
SA FETFAREK SK3 WIITALA
SN BENSON

6. The ship's volleyball fLeam has participated in Three
Lunchtime games and euaaeutzg hofds a one won, Zwo Zosi
record. New sinategies are bedng developed fo newvense this
Lrend, Team memberns include: "Rich" TAHASMS "lan® FAVIS
"Paul" DECKER, "Riek" RIMER, "Ned" CULHANE, "Dizzile" WERY
"Doe" HANSEN, "Rash" POWELL, and "Honken” HAMKE,

7. On Sunday, the 201ih of Sepifember a sunnise waten-ski
outing was held in the waferns nean Sand Island. The e
risens included Captain WEEGAR, LTIG CULHANE, RMZ GABRTEL,
EMFN TAHASH, SN STROUP. We coohed a breakfast of home fries
and onions, bacon and eggs om an open charcoal {ize. Time
peamdtting and the body wifling, we hope we can do a few

nepeats of this ene. (

8. Recent marriages include: Miss Kim L, CHASE of Eau
CLare, Wisconsin and EMFA James J. MeSHANE of Phifadelphia,
Pa. ai Submarine Base Chapel, Peanf Hanbenr, Hawaii on 20
July 1974 and Miss Naney L. STERLING of Sag Harbox, long
Taland, New York and SA Steven P. CONKLIN of Brdidgehampton,
Long Tsland, New Yorh ai fthe Disirnict Couathouse of Hawaidi
al Honolulu, Hawail on § Augusi 1974.

9. Departures during Lhis pexioed inelpde: PNT E. Re JONES,

FA J. A. MITCHELL, SR R. J. PATRO P STEFFENS, OM3

P. D. MULLER, EMI(DV) J. W. COLE,€IR., FN H, D, SMITH, ENF4

B. C. PRATT, TII, SHZ D. L. TYRA, SQSN Q. W. COLLOM, MMZ(DV)

§° R, ARSENAULT, EN1 J. L. APPLE, ENI G. P, GANSKE, and EMC
. B. AVILA,

10, New annivals include: ENFA T. E, HOPE, PNT J.(B. BLACK,
ENFA W, J. WILSON, SD3 C. P. CACAO, ENFN B, P. STORSTEEN,
QMSA R. D, WHITE, MMC(DV) W, A. ROHR, ENZ R. B. ADEFUIN, and
HTFA J. P. SHEA, ’

11, We also wish Lo welcome cboand oun new Execufive O0ff{icex,
LT John A. GAUSS, USN, who nreports Zo the ship {nom 18 months
dervice as Operations Offdicen Ln USS FLINT [AE-32).




12. We would all Like Lo express ova apprecdiation Lo Zhe
CONSERVER wives who donated fLhedin sewing shiLL8 o making
27 fLable clothes for the crew's mess. They have contni-
buted an dmpontani dmprovement Lo our mess dechd environ-
ment, Thanks Ladies.

13. Our thanks atso o Mrs, Diane HGLSTEIN, wife of ouxr
new SKC "Gua'" HOLSTEIN, who has volunieened fo seave as the
CONSERVER wdves ombudiman., This is an imporntant and fime
consuming Lash---particulanly durning deploymenits.

This quanterly newsgram £4 desdigned Lo help heep oux
Loved ones atl home Linfoamed about some of Zhe aetivities of
Zhe ship and her enew. Howevexr, I know that {& ean in no
way replace fhe personal Letter grom youn Rellgd vmes. 1

encourage the writing of Letfteas home and I ask® you to heep

up the good wonk in hkeeping youn son orn husband aware of
Lhings on the homefront.

Sdngenely,

,dwfazz______
WEEGA

Lieuterani/ Commdnder/ U. S. Navy
Commanding 0fdficen
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