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USS CONSERVER (ARS-39)
FPO San Francisco 96601
31 March 1975

Pearn Consenrver Family,

Since the Last Familygrnam in Decemben 1974, CONSERVER
has undergone an intfensive Lraining perniod designed to increase
the skills of ecach man aboard and 2o forge zthese individual
skills into an eﬂﬁﬁcicnt and effective team that L& capable
of f4ighting the ship in the event of war and capablfe of carry-
ing out the ship's primany salvage mission under hostile ox
peace time circumstances.

Duning the month oﬁLJanuaAy, the ship was Anvolved 4in
"Refreshenx Training" which £i8 a training package desdgned to
examine the crew's abilities Ln the ancas of Navigation,
Weapons, Communications, Engineering Casualty Control, Damage
Control, Personnel Casualty Controf, and Command and Control.
Each day the ship was underway from carly 4in Lthe morning TilLL
nearly dark while eonducting various training exercises and
simulated "battle" problLems, undern the eye of trained observens

rom the Fleet Tradining Group Command of the U.S. Paedfie

Leet. 1Tn each area CONSERVER'S cnew pernformed with excellence
and in the {inal "battle" problLem achieved the highest grades
g&uen 2o a Pearl Harbor ship in the LasZ several yeanrs.

articulanly impressive to the observers was the spinit and
attitude demonstrated by each member of the crew.

Dualni the month of February, CONSERVER men again demon-
strated their proficiency while undergoing Diving and Salvage
training under the Jc&ut&nz of the Salfvage experts assigned
2o Harnbox Clearance lUnit ONE. The exercises included extraet-
ing the ex-BUTTERNUT {our old net tender trainding hulk) from
the beach, f{ighting f§ires at sea aboard the ex-BUTTERNUT,
recovering a downed helicopter, Lifting a 46 ton senies of
conerete clumps from the ocean {Loor, patehing and refloating
a sunken pontoon and various diving exercises. With the
exception of diving training, each of these exerelses was an
"all hands" evolution involving each man aboard regardless

of his speclalty nating. The extraction of the ex-BUTTERNUT
was perhaps the greatest challenge since another ship in the
Salvage group was unable to budge the hulk f{rom Lts position
high and dry on the beach the week before our training
stanted. To extract the ex-BUTTERNUT, CONSERVER rigged a
double set of tandem beach gear which was the fixst time

this had been done bz any salvage ship in many years. The
evolution involved the dropping of 4 giant anchors (each
weighing 8000 Lbs ~ the equivalent of about two Large sdized
station wagons) and, through the use of heaving wire, chainm
and purchase tackle, pulling on the embedded anchors to extract
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the beached vessel as 4in the diagram below.
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12 took four days to survey the sdtuation, pateh and pump
the ex-BUTTERNUT, Lay our beach gear, pull the ex~BUTTERNUT
0f{f the beach, and reccover the beach gear on deck. Each day
was about an 18-20 hour day for all hands, and, alfhough tired
at the end, most agreed that the success and the training was
wonth the effort.

Our other exeredises durdng satuaie training went eouallfy
as well and 1 can assutre you Lthat whenm the {inal exercise

was completed 1 felt a great deal of pride in the efforts of
CONSERVER'S erew and T am sure they, oo, shared in the deep
satisfaction of having completed a diffleult task suceedsful’ly,

gj particular note was the faet that these fwo montha of
training wene completed with no personnel infundes. This con
he attributed Largely o our very safety condedlous Surerviiots
who place safety and thorough preparation highest dn thedr
wrionitios fon every evolution. They deserve a very well
done for thedin efforts £n this regard.

The month of Mareh has been devoted to efeaning up and
preserving Lhe ship, and ensduring that atl shipboaxd equipment
1: in the highest state of neadiness for oun fortheoming de-
ployment,



CONSERVER MILESTONES

1. Paralleling The excellent showing by the entire crew
duning training was the unusually fine effort demonstrated

by our Food Service Team. The newand for an Lntensive seven
month effornt Lo improve ovur food service program came £Ln
January when CONSERVER was named as Commander Service Group
FIVE's nominee forn the Captain Edward L. Ney Memorial Food
Seavice Award. This awand is géven annually to the Navy's
besl Food Service programs in dining facilities ashore, 4in
Large ships, and in small ships. CONSERVER 48 competing 4in
the amall ship category. 1In Marnch, CONSERVER achieved Zhe
second OE three steps by being named as Lthe best small mess 4in
the Service Force, U.S. Pacific FLeet and is currenily await-
ing the nesults of the final step which could name her "Best
Small Mess 4in the Navy". Many have contributed to this out-
dtanding effort, and deserve our appreeiation, but-several
have consistently given that exira important effort that
deparatesd the outstanding from the average, Hats off Zo:

LTIG Ned CULHANE, Ship's Supply 0fficenr

SKC Augustine HOLSTEIN, Leading Chief

MS1 Ramon BROAS, Leading Mess Management Specialist
MS2 Romeo FAJARDO, Mess Management Specialist
MSSN Richard KAIN, Mess Management Specialist
SN Keith FIEFAREK, Mess Management Speciatlist
FN Thomas MATTESON, Mesasman

FA Johnnz HYLTON, Messman

EMFN Michael CONE, Messman

FA Deane WILSON, Messman

SN Hoover HIGGENBOTTOM, Mesaman

And finally SK1(DV) Larry HECHT, the ontz Stonekeepen in
the Navy that acts Like a Hull Technician, who Labored many
hours to improve the appearance of our dining area.

Mom and Dad - You car be assured that your son will never
want for 3 square meals a day while he L8 serving aboarnd
CONSERVER.

2. During one of our "day's off" in February, CONSERVER was
tashed with esconting a small motor driven craft to the islfand
of Kaual. While that in L2self does not deserve a place in
"milestones"”, it is wonthy of note that duning the transit

Lwo of our "seasoned old salts", BMSN(DV) Rick RIMER and

SN Jerome PEARSON, {inally got o see a "sea bat" affer nearly
two yeans aboard. "HEADS UP"! SATLORS!



3. Jur CLassified Matenial Custodiens, LT Jody GRAUL and
ENS Dave BLAKE, necently had thein account examined under the
diseniminating eye of the Service Fornee Communications 0§F4i-
cer. His conclusdion: "Best im the Seavice Fonrce, Pacific
Feef." WELL DONE!

4. Dundng the month of March, CONSERVER had alf new Laundn:
machineny installed which wilf mean a gheat improvement Ln
Lhe &ervdce that can be provided by vur new Ship's Seavieeman,
Cresencéo CACAO, who recently cross-nated from MS3 to SH3,

5. On 7 February, CONSERVER weni fo sea with about 30 proO=
spective Navy recruits aboand and about 30 dependents of

crew members. The purpose of this one-day outdimg was Lo

asscst the Local area Navy recruitens in thelrn effort to attract
the "eream o' the crop” of the June graduates fowards a Lour

in the Naval senvice. This was cur second such effort and

both have proven highfy successful. This zime we even had an
opportunily to swear one recauil Ln "en the spot".

6. Congratfulationsd to our newest Chief Petity Officen, Chief
Boatswain's Mate (Uiver] Leland E. LASH, USN, Chief LASH was
initiated on 16 January 1975 in the CPO Quanters aboard
CONSERVER bz his §ellow Chiefs with myself, the X0 and his
department head atiending as guests., ALL of ws enjoyed the
gastronomical delights preparned for the oecaséon - we enjoyed
watehing, Chief LASH enjoyed eating - {(Right, Chief!)

7. Most of the vdsibility aboard a salvage ship seems to
center around the deck force and the divers - for Lhe primaxy
missdon of the ship de with vardious forms of dech seaman-
ship. As a nresult, our engineers frequently rake a "hack
seat” when the Kudos are handed out. For those wives, paror %5,
relatives, sweethearts and friends whose CONSERVER mew £s -
member of oun Engineeuing depaxtment, T would Like fo aay ° it
our engineers take a "back seat” to no one. Sinae T xeven’
aboand &n June 1974, the ship has made every comadtrent
assdgned to hen with hex equipment all funetioming ar/ ah’:

fo do the jeob., The engineers provide us with water, hen?,
sfeam, {irxemadn, air conditiondng, f§Lushing water, reinig:
tion, and eleetricdty as well as mainteining oil #he los
machinery, making hull repairs and providéing fhe ahip wis!
rain propulsdon [without which we wouldr't make (£ from 20
plen). We aften temd to forget thedr impomtant awc vriqu
contnibulion to the every dag operation of the Ahip, ‘nuf |

tan asdure you that you may be justifiably proud af fheir ¢
perfonmance ~ as I am,
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§. Weleome aboard to:

NAME /RATE
ENT James "E" TRIMBLE

RMT Richard E. LEATHERDALE

EMT Marcos B. SICAT
YNT Sidney 0. GREENEWALD
B! Comrado G. JOVES

EN3 James C. CURRY
1C3 Tidmothy (. OMAN

EN3 Jery L, HAMILTON

ENFN Edward M, TKACIK, Jn.

ENFA Thomas S. VARLEY

ENFA Donatd C. CONE

SA Patrnick JESTER

SR Hubeat E. BARRETT

SE Charles EBROOKS

SR Davy D, STREIGHT

FORMER DUTY STATION

USS CLAUDE JONES
(DE-1033)

UsS CLAUDE JONES
(DE-1033)

Service School Command,
Great Lakes, 1LLinois

ADCOP, Puget Sound Havaz
Shtpyaad Brementon, Wa

Serviee School Command,
Great Lakes, TLLinois

USS MCMORRIS (DE-1036)

u.S. Navat sw:am,
San Francisco, Ca.

Sexvice School Command,
Great Lakes, 1Llinois

Service School Command,
San Diego, California

Sevice School Command,
Great Lakes, 1LLinods

Seavice School Command,
Great Lakes, TLLinois

Reeruit T Centen,
Onlando, F.

Ontands, Feonids

Reerudt T Centen,
San Diego, California

Recrudt Training Centex,
San Diego, California

HOMETOWN/STATE

Was ton, C.H,,
oww A

Phillips, (isconsin

San Juan, Philippine
18Lands

Mt. Vernon, Washiraton

WM 1s2ands

Yonk, Pennsylvania
Faidley, Minnesota

Richmond, Indiana
Plainview, New Vonrk
Foleroft, Pennsyfvanin
Barahoo, "isconsin
Atlanta, Gesrain
Potersburg, Indiana

San Anfonio § Texas

Okmulgee, OkLahema



9. During the quarter, CONSERVER said "farewell and following
seas” to some fine navy men including:

NAME/RATE
RM1 John A, METELSKI

¥YN1 Robert G. CASTRO
081 Thomas MOSC0SO

EM2 Filemon V. CASTILLO
RMZ witliam D, GABRIEL

ETR3 Desmond K. WERY

NEW DUTY STATION OR DESTINATION

Naval Station, Sen Francisco,
California for netirement

CINCPAC, Peart Harbor, Hawaii

Service School Command, San Diego,
Californnia

Naval Station, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii

Refeased to inactive duty in
Pearl Harbon, Hawaii

Released to inactive duty in
Pearl Harbonr, Hawaii

SK3 Francisco D. INOCENCIO
SA Nilliam L. PONELL

USS DIXON (AS-39)
Naval Technical Taaining Center,
Menddian, Missdssippl

10. Congratulations to the following CONSERVER men who were

promoted during this quantenr:

NAME FORMER RATE NEW RATE
William A, ROHR MMC MMCS
Leland E. LASH BMY BMC
Connado G. JOVES EM2 EMT
Kedlth A, HANSEN HMZ HMT
Romondo M. DAVIS EN3 ENZ
Antonéo M. RODRIGUEZ RM3 RM2
Thomas E, BRENNAN SA SN
Thomas L. MATTESON FA FN
Donald G, KENNON HTFA HTFN
Paul S, CONKLIN SA SN
James P. SHEA HTFA HTFN
Randal T. LEETCH MRFA MRFN
Harold D. BRYANT SA SN
Wayne J. SPIKER ENFA ENFN



171. Congaratlulations Lo OMC and Mrs. Vincent LAROSE, who wenre
blessed with a baby boy on February 281th.

2. BM3 Dusfymn BENSON and EM3 "Rieck" TAHASH conmpleted the | &
finel qualifdecations for altendance at the Veecp Seca Divimg Sehoal ;
here in Pearl Harbor. They commenced Lhedrn training on 12 Maoweh
1975, Best of Luck, Swimmenrs!

13, Aftea leading in the competition for 2the Commodore's
AthLete Txophy for the (inst half of the year, another ship
in the group edged ahead during our &nifensdve Lraindng and
keep perlod Zhis quantex., ALL oux Leams have been astive in
the Fast Lwo weeks, however, and wiith a LiZile LZuck we'Ll han
in thene.

1 would Lihe te thank all eof those parenis and Loved
oned for Lhe warm Leliers and cards 1 have recedved regarding
CONSERVER's "Familygram", 1 will continue fo mahe every effont
Lo kheep you Lnfoamed of whai's godmg an &n CONSERVER as a
sapplement fto Lhe Letffexs you recedve froem youn CONSERVER marn.
In that regarnd we continue Lo uxge our ecrew members Lo write
home with some &tgulaaitg. Unjortunately, thede effornis are
ned always succesdful, In the foatheoming months Lhere may
be perdsds of up Lo Lhznee weeks when the 3hip will nei be in
pert and therefore will be unable Lo Lrandfer madil Lo Lthe Fleei
Posl 0ffice. 1 hope you wifl bear with us during these Limes.

The entixe caew 44 Looking foawand Lo our forthcoming
deployment £o Lthe Western Pacdi{fic., While we will mdss all of
those we Leave behind, the Navy ecruise offers us Lhe cpportu-
nily Lo put info wase all the things we have Ltsalined f{ox aover |
the past few months. 12 also gives our youngen sailors: a |
chance Lo vidsdit In exoldie foredign ports where Lhey wilf gais o |
greater undexstanding of Lthe customs and problems of othex -
naetiond and perhaps a Little f{ixmen appredation of the Lhing:
that make Amenrdea gaeal,

Very sincerely,

o

llauthﬂig.Commaudc&, U. S, Navy
Commanding 0fficen



